We Have Seen a Great Light by Cedarville College
Cedarville University
DigitalCommons@Cedarville
Miscellaneous Historical Documents Historical Information
1975
We Have Seen a Great Light
Cedarville College
Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.cedarville.edu/
miscellaneous_historical_documents
Part of the Higher Education Commons
This Appeal for Funds is brought to you for free and open access by
DigitalCommons@Cedarville, a service of the Centennial Library. It has
been accepted for inclusion in Miscellaneous Historical Documents by an
authorized administrator of DigitalCommons@Cedarville. For more
information, please contact digitalcommons@cedarville.edu.
we have 
seen a 
great light 

Dr. James T. Jeremiah 
President 
Cedarville College students testify that they have 
trusted Christ as personal Savior and are 
therefore among the number ''that sat in 
darkness and saw the light" (Matthew 4:16) . 
They have also discovered that God's Word 
brings understanding and meaning to their 
academic pursuits and every extracurricular 
activity in which they are involved. 
The daily chapel service of the College becomes 
the focal point for the Spiritual truths learned in 
the classroom and campus programs. Here 
students are challenged to make. Biblical 
principles a part of their daily living. The growth 
of the student body has surpassed our 
expectations of a few years ago. In order to 
maintain the strong Christ-centered ministry of 
the College, a new Chapel is a necessity. 
In order that we may Spiritually challenge a 
future generation of young people and 
encourage them to "set their hope in God" 
(Psalm 78:6, 7) we need the help of every 
concerned church and individual. We therefore 
invite your prayerful consideration of the appeal 
of the brochure. 

academics 
"It's really been a blessing to me 
to see how these men have 
taken what they claim to believe 
concerning the Bible being the 
Word of God, and how God is 
absolute truth, and the 
beginning of life and the 
beginning of knowledge, and 
how they have applied that to 
th eir lifestyle, and to academic 
discipline~·' ... a student. 
Th is comment expresses the 
feelings of many of our students 
who have seen a "great light" 
as they have discovered how 
God's Word sheds light on the 
academic program of Cedarville 
College. One student said "It is 
the idea of relating Christ and 
Christianity to everything that 
you are studying with an 
emphasis that you can apply to 
any part of your life." 
At the very root, the purpose of 
Cedarville College is to 
undergird each student in the 
fundamentals of the Christian 
faith and to stimulate him to 
evaluate all knowledge in the 
light of Biblical truth. As the 
College encourages each 
student to apply God's truth to 
his academic discipline he will 
be able to take the light of God's 
Word with him into his God-
directed vocation . 
Thus, it is the responsibility and 
challenge of each academic 
division to work toward 
integration of curriculum content 
with the Word of God. The 
illuminating perspective of 
Biblical truth in th e academic 
atmosphere of Cedarville 
College can have an ever 
broadening impact on preparing 
men and women for fruitful 
service. 

- --=--c:-=--=-----------' 
campus life 
"\ think what one needs to 
realize is the importance of 
making his Christian faith 
something that relates to all 
areas of his life.'' ... a student. 
The College believes the light of 
God's Word gives purpose, 
direction, and cohesion to the 
student's campus life. It is our 
desire that the I ight of Biblical 
truth illuminate every area of 
student activity. Residence hall 
living is a daily course in 
interpersonal relationships. 
Students.mature together by 
sharing ideas and convictions 
· during dormitory prayer 
meetings, devotionals, and 
informal moments. The influence 
of dedicated students 
encourages others to live by the 
principles of Scripture. Campus 
activities integrate Biblical 
principles into athletic. c lub, 
cultural, and social programs. 
Guest lecturers, presenting a 
variety of pertinent topics, 
expose students to the world of 
ideas and current issues. They 
seek to stimulate analytical and 
critical thinking on the part of 
the student in the light of 
Scriptural truth. A valuable asset 
to campus life, the counseling 
program helps students develop 
into effective Christian young 
adults by means of its Bible-
based ministry . 
--
Thus, we believe the Christian 
student has the unique 
opportunity to learn to relate the 
truth of the Word of God to 
every area of his life so that 
Christ becomes the motivation 
for his existence and he 
becomes a more effective 
person in his home, church, and 
vocational life. 
r 
I  
christian 
service 
''One thing that has really 
impressed me about Cedarville 
College that you couldn't get 
anywhere else 1s the 
concentration of opportunities in 
Christian service." ... a student. 
Many of the Christian young 
people at Cedarville College, 
"have seen a great light." The 
outgrowth of that great light of 
Christ in their lives is the desire 
to communicate it through 
Christian service involvement. 
The light of God's Word offers 
the foundation for the Christian 
Service Department which seeks 
to acquaint each student with 
his responsibility in the area of 
service and to provide the 
means to meet that 
responsibility. 
A direction in the New 
Testament is the command to 
edify one another, to brighten 
others' lives. Chapel services 
Bible study and prayer group~ 
help to fulfill the command by 
bringing students together for a 
time of sharing and giving. 
An expand ing aspect of the 
Christian Service Department is 
the off-campus outreach 
opportunities. 
Swordbearers, a group of about 
150 students, organizes teams 
to work with local churches in 
the central and eastern United 
States during the school year 
and summer vacation. The 
group seeks to communicate 
God's Word through music, 
seminars and discussions that 
are relevant to the Christian 
family. Other active service 
groups include Campus 
Evangelism, Beach Evangelism, 
Concert Choir, Choralaires, and 
trios. Bible study groups for 
youth, visitation to rest homes 
child care centers, and penal ' 
. institutions take students off 
campus daily for Christian 
service. 
One of the fastest growing 
programs on campus, the 
Missionary Internship Service 
program, provides an 
opportunity for students to 
spend a summer as an intern on 
a mission field. In the past two 
years over 90 students have 
responded to the opportunities 
in Brazil, Hong Kong, Israel, 
New Guinea, Peru, Philippines 
and Spain. 
Cedarville College is used of 
God to motivate many graduates 
to use their developing talents in 
the church, on the mission field 
in social ministries and in ' 
Christian education. 

I , 
campus plan 
Continual growth of student 
population and of the campus 
physical plant has marked the 
20 year tenure of the present 
administration. Since 1959, the 
student body has increased by 
more than 750 students, 
bringing the 1974 fall enrollment 
to approximately 1,050. Over 
thirty states and four foreign 
countries are represented by the 
student body at Cedarville. 
During the 1960's the physical 
plant of the college expanded 
with a new gym-student center, 
dining hall and classroom 
additions, library, 6 acre lake 
and athletic complex, and three 
dormitories. A new science 
center was completed in 1974. 
(Designated in green.) Four new 
dormitories are under 
construction as well as the 
conversion of Patterson 
dormitory to a medical.center. 
(Designated in blue.) The 
proposed new chapel wi ll be 
located in the center of the 
campus. (Designated in red.) 
The desire to develop a campus 
whose facilities can provide 
optimum use and efficiency and 
add an aesthetic appearance to 
the area has been fulfilled with 
the addition of these buildings 
and numerous remodeling and 
landscaping projects. As the 
enrollment has increased, each 
year selected facilities are 
improved to provide better 
housing, instructional facilities, 
and recreational opportunities. 
t h e  n e e d  
T h e  c h a p e l  s t a n d s  a s  a  
l i g h t h o u s e  o n  o u r  c a m p u s  t o  
p r o c l a i m  t h e  l i g h t  o f  G o d ' s  
W o r d .  I t  i s  n o t  o n l y  t h e  f o c a l  
p o i n t  o f  p r a c t i c a l  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  
t h e  W o r d  t o  o u r  l i v e s  t h r o u g h  
t h e  s e r v i c e s  c o n d u c t e d  t h e r e  b u t  
i t  i s  a l s o  s y m b o l i c  o f  t h e  
i m p o r t a n c e  t h e  C o l l e g e  p l a c e s  
o n  G o d ' s  W o r d .  
T h e  n e w  c h a p e l  w i l l  n o t  o n l y  b e  
l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  c e n t e r  o f  o u r  
c a m p u s  g e o g r a p h i c a l l y ,  b u t  i t  
a l s o  d r a m a t i z e s  t h e  C h r i s t -
c e n t e r e d n e s s  o f  t h e  C o l l e g e  
p r o g r a m  s p i r i t u a l l y ,  a c a d e m i c a l l y  
a n d  s o c i a l l y .  T h e  g r o w t h  o f  t h e  
s t u d e n t  b o d y  m a k e s  i t  i m p e r a t i v e  
t h a t  w e  b u i l d  a  n e w  c h a p e l  i n  
o r d e r  t o  m a i n t a i n  t h e  u n i q u e n e s s  
o f  o u r  m i n i s t r y .  
T h e  p r e s e n t  c h a p e l  i n  u s e  b y  t h e  
c o l l e g e  c o m m u n i t y  o n c e  s e r v e d  
a s  a  c h u r c h  p r i o r  t o  t h e  o f f i c i a l  
e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  C e d a r v i l l e  
C o l l e g e  i n  t h e  l a t e  n i n e t e e n t h  
c e n t u r y ' .  A s  t h e  s c h o o l  g r e w  a n d  
e x p a n d e d  i n  i t s  p r o g r a m ,  t h e  
n e e d  f o r  a  c o l l e g e  g y m n a s i u m  
a r o s e  a n d  t h e  o n e - t i m e  c h u r c h  
w a s  p u r c h a s e d  a n d  t r a n s f o r m e d  
i n t o  a  c e n t e r  o f  a t h l e t i c  a c t i v i t y .  
G r o w t h  s t i l l  b e n e f i t e d  t h e  c o l l e g e  
a n d  f u r t h e r  p r o m p t e d  t h e  n e e d  
t o  a l t e r  t h a t  f a c i l i t y  o n c e  m o r e  
i n t o  t h e  p r e s e n t  c h a p e l  b u i l d i n g .  
S i n c e  1 9 6 2 ,  A l f o r d  A u d i t o r i u m ,  
h a s  s e r v e d  a s  a  m u l t i - p u r p o s e  
f a c i l i t y .  W i t h  t h e  s e a t i n g  c a p a c i t y  
o f  6 5 0 ,  i t  h a s  b e e n  i n  c o n s t a n t  
u s e  f o r  c h a p e l  s e r v i c e s ,  d r a m a  
p r o d u c t i o n s ,  c o n f e r e n c e s ,  
c o n c e r t s ,  c l a s s e s  a n d  m a n y  
o t h e r  a c t i v i t i e s .  T h e  n e e d  h a s  
c o m e  t o  p r o v i d e  a  f a c i l i t y  t h a t  
c a n  m o r e  a d e q u a t e l y  f u l f i l l  a  
g r o w i n g  d e m a n d .  
D a i l y  c h a p e l  s e r v i c e s  h a v e  b e e n  
c e n t e r e d  i n  A l f o r d .  H o w e v e r ,  t w o  
p r o b l e m s  e x i s t  d u e  t o  t h e  l a c k  o f  
p r o p e r  s e a t i n g  c a p a c i t y  f o r  t h e  
s t u d e n t  b o d y .  P r i o r  t o  w i n t e r  
q u a r t e r ,  1 9 7 4 ,  i t  w a s  n e c e s s a r y  
t o  h a v e  d o u b l e  c h a p e l  s e r v i c e s ,  
t h u s  s p l i t t i n g  t h e  s t u d e n t  b o d y  
a n d  d i s c o u r a g i n g  c a m p u s  u n i t y .  
T h e  f i r s t  s e s s i o n  w a s  h e l d  a t  
9 : 0 0  a . m .  a n d  w a s  p o o r l y  
a t t e n d e d  b e c a u s e  o f  c l a s s  
s c h e d u l e s  o r  o t h e r  i n t e r f e r e n c e s .  
T h e  1 0 : 0 0  h o u r ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  w a s  
o v e r  c r o w d e d .  A t  p r e s e n t ,  
c l o s e d  c i r c u i t  T . V .  i s  u s e d  i n  t w o  
· o t h e r  l o c a t i o n s  d u r i n g  t h e  
c h a p e l  h o u r .  T h i s  p r o c e d u r e  
s c a t t e r s  t h e  s t u d e n t s  o v e r  t h e  
c a m p u s  f o r  c h a p e l  a n d  d e p r i v e s  
m a n y  o f  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  p e r s o n a l  
c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e  c h a p e l  s p e a k e r .  
B e c a u s e  t h e r e  i s  a  l a c k  o f  
c l a s s r o o m  f a c i l i t i e s  n e a r  t h e  
b u i l d i n g ,  a  l a r g e  u n i f i e d  S u n d a y  
S c h o o l  c l a s s  m e e t s  i n  A l f o r d  
A u d i t o r i u m  e a c h  S u n d a y .  T h i s  
m a k e s  i t  i m p o s s i b l e  t o  h a v e  a  
v a r i e t y  o f  c o u r s e  s e l e c t i o n s  f o r  
t h o s e  a t t e n d i n g .  A n o t h e r  u n i f i e d  
s e r v i c e  i s  p r a y e r  m e e t i n g ,  w h i c h  
i s  h e l d  i n  t h e  c o l l e g e  
g y m n a s i u m .  
T w o  k e y  c o n f e r e n c e s  a r e  h e l d  
d u r i n g  t h e  a c a d e m i c  y e a r .  T h e  
f i r s t  i s  t h e  a n n u a l  B i b l e  
c o n f e r e n c e  w h i c h  i s  t h e  
h i g h l i g h t  o f  t h e  f a l l  q u a r t e r .  T h e  
s e r v i c e s  m u s t  b e  h e l d  i n  t h e  
g y m n a s i u m ,  w h i c h  h a s  a n  
a t m o s p h e r e  t h a t  i s  n o t  
c o n d u c i v e  t o  c o n c e n t r a t e d  a n d  
e f f e c t i v e  l i s t e n i n g .  T h e  s e c o n d  i s  
t h e  M i s s i o n a r y  c o n f e r e n c e  
w h i c h  i s  s c h e d u l e d  d u r i n g  t h e  
s p r i n g  q u a r t e r .  T w o  s e s s i o n s  a r e  
n e c e s s a r y  e a c h  e v e n i n g  t o  
a c c o m m o d a t e  t h e  s t u d e n t s  t o  
g i v e  t h e m  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  
h e a r  e v e r y  m i s s i o n a r y .  
T h e  n e e d  f o r  a  n e w  c h a p e l  
f a c i l i t y  i s  g r e a t ,  a n d  1 s  b e c o m i n g  
g r e a t e r .  A s  m o r e  s t u d e n t s  e n t e r  
C e d a r v i l l e  C o l l e g e ,  t h e  n e e d  w i l l  
b e  i n t e n s i f i e d .  

T h e  c h a p e l  f a c i l i t i e s  a r e  p l a n n e d  t o  
a c c o m m o d a t e  a  w i d e  r a n g e  o f  
a c t i v i t i e s :  d a i l y  c h a p e l  s e r v i c e s ,  
S u n d a y  s e r v i c e s  a n d  W e d n e s d a y  
e v e n i n g  p r a y e r  m e e t i n g s ,  c o n c e r t s ,  
r e c i t a l s ,  l e c t u r e s ,  l a r g e  c l a s s r o o m  u s e  
a n d  t h e  u s e  o f  t h e  o r g a n  f o r  p r a c t i c e .  
T h e  p l a t f o r m  w i l l  h a v e  r e m o v a b l e  
f u r n i t u r e  a n d  c h o i r  r i s e r s .  

T h e  t o p o g r a p h i c  s l o p e  o f  t h e  c h a p e l  
s i t e  m a k e s  , t  e c o n o m i c a l l y  p o s s i b l e  t o  
c o n s t r u c t  s e v e r a l  l a r g e  c l a s s r o o m s  
u n d e r  t h e  c h a p e l  b y  e x c a v a t i n g  o n e -
h a l t  o f  t h e  b a s e m e n t .  T h i s  s w t e  o f  
r o o m s  w i l l  a c c o m m o d a t e  a n  a c a d e m i c  
d i v 1s 1 0 n  o f  t h e  C o l l e g e .  T h i s  i s  a n  
o p t i o n a l  f e a t u r e  o f  t h e  c h a p e l  t h a t  w i l l  
b e  c o m p l e t e d  i f  f i n a n c e s  p e r m t t .  T h i s  
a r e a  c a n  b e  e x c a v a t e d  d u r i n g  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  a n d  c o m p l e t e d  a t  a  
l a t e r  d a t e .  
T h i s  c o n t e m p o r a r y  3 0 , 8 4 2  
s q u a r e  f o o t  a i r  c o n d i t i o n e d  
b u i l d i n g  c o m p r i s e s  a  c h a p e l ,  
c l a s s r o o m s  f o r  t h e  B i b l e  
d e p a r t m e n t  a n d  o f f i c e s  f o r  t h e  
c a m p u s  p a s t o r  a n d  c h r i s t i a n  
s e r v i c e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  
T h e  s e a t i n g  c a p a c i t y  o f  t h e  
c h a p e l  i s  1 , 5 0 0  w i t h  1  , 0 0 0  o n  
t h e  m a i n  f l o o r ,  i n c l u d i n g  a n  8 0  
v o i c e  c h o i r ,  a n d  5 0 0  i n  t h e  
b a l c o n y .  T h e  p l a t f o r m  i s  
d e s i g n e d  f o r  m u l t i - f u n c t i o n s  b y  
t h e  u s e  o f  p o r t a b l e  r i s e r s .  I t  c a n  
q u i c k l y  b e  c o n v e r t e d  f o r  u s e  b y  
a n  o r c h e s t r a ,  o r  a  l a r g e  c o n c e r t  
c h o i r  o r  w i t h  t h e  r i s e r s  r e m o v e d  
c a n  b e  a  l e v e l  p l a t f o r m  f o r  o t h e r  
a c t i v i t i e s .  
O t h e r  f a c i l i t i e s  i n c l u d e  a  s o u n d  
c o n t r o l  a n d  f i l m  p r o j e c t i o n  r o o m ,  
a  p r o j e c t i o n  s c r e e n ,  p r o v i s i o n s  
f o r  t e l e v i s i n g ,  b r o a d c a s t i n g  a n d  
r e c o r d i n g ,  a n d  o r g a n - s o u n d  
c h a m b e r .  

,  
c h a p e l  c h a n g e s  
l i v e s  
A  S e n i o r  B i b l e  M a j o r :  
" I t  w a s  d u r i n g  t h e  F a l l  B i b l e  C o n f e r e n c e  a t  t h e  
b e g i n n i n g  o f  m y  F r e s h m a n  y e a r  t h a t  I  g o t  
c h a n g e d  a r o u n d  a n d  g o t  t h i n g s  s t r a i g h t e n e d  o u t  
w i t h  t h e  L o r d  a n d  s u r r e n d e r e d  a n d  c o m m i t t e d  
m y  l i f e . "  
A  S o p h o m o r e  B u s i n e s s  M a j o r :  
" T w o  c h a p e l  s p e a k e r s  h a v e  h a d  a  p r o f o u n d  
i m p a c t  o n  m y  l i f e  t h i s  y e a r . "  
A n  A l u m n u s  S h o r t - T e r m  M i s s i o n a r y :  
" D u r i n g  t h e  m i s s i o n a r y  c o n f e r e n c e  i n  1 9 7 0 ,  t h e  
p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  m i s s i o n a r y  s e r v i c e  b e c a m e  a  
p e r s o n a l  t h o u g h t  t o  m e . "  
" A n  i n v e s t m e n t  i n  s t o c k s  m a y  b r i n g  t e m p o r a l  
r e t u r n s .  A n  i n v e s t m e n t  i n  y o u n g  l i v e s  w i l l  b r i n g  
e t e r n a l  r e t u r n s ,  a n d  i f  t h e  L o r d  t a r r i e s , .  r e t u r n s  i n  
l i v e s  y e t  u n b o r n . "  
Y o u  a r e  n o t  m e r e l y  b e i n g  a s k e d  t o  g i v e  t o  b u y  
b r i c k  a n d  m o r t a r  f o r  a  n e w  c h a p e l  b u i l d i n g ,  b u t  
t o  i n v e s t  i n  a  m i n i s t r y  t h a t  c h a n g e s  l i v e s .  T h e  
n e w  c h a p e l  w i l l  e n a b l e  u s  t o  s t r e n g t h e n  a r \ d  
c o n t i n u e  o u r  u n i q u e  m i n i s t r y .  
T h e r e  i s  n o  m o r e  s a t i s f y i n g  e x p e r i e n c e  t h a n  t o  
u s e  y o u r  l i f e  t o  i n f l u e n c e  t h e  n e x t  g e n e r a t i o n .  
W i l l  y o u  p r a y e r f u l l y  c o n s i d e r  y o u r  i n v o l v e m e n t  i n  
t h i s  i m p o r t a n t  p r o j e c t ?  


